


threat is multiplying. Every case is considered troublesome. Moreover, the official bar
organisation is unlikely to defend its members.

There have been multiple reports that lawyers are not allowed to see their clients even in high
profile cases.® For instance, the lawyer of the former presidential candidate Victar Babaryka
was not allowed to see his client in the KGB detention centre. Defence lawyers are not
allowed to do their job, they are prevented from meeting their clients.

The international legal community is asked to actively support lawyers and human rights

defenders in Belarus, this includes providing effective assistance.
The international legal community is asked to call for:

1. The Belarusian Republic Bar Association to do everything possible to defend their
members from abuse and persecution.

2. The Belarusian authorities to fully comply with the rights of all arrested persons and
guarantee them access to a competent and qualified lawyer.

3. The right to life, prohibition of torture, prohibition on arbitrary detention, fair trial and
right to privacy to be fully complied with by the Belarusian authorities.

4. Democratic and participatory rights including the right to protest, the right to set up
and be part of campaigning organisations and free speech to be guaranteed.

Adw. Mikolaj/Pietrzak
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